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SPRING 2007
THE SOCIOLOGY OF RURAL POVERTY
INSTRUCTOR:
DR. LINDA M. LOBAO

OFFICE HOURS:
2:00-3:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays and by appointment

OFFICE LOCATION:   214 Agricultural Administration Building, 2120 Fyffe Road

OFFICE PHONE:
292-6394, lobao.1@osu.edu

OFFICE ASSOCIATE: Greta Wyrick, 311 Ag. Admin. Bld. 688-3178, wryrick.1@osu.edu

I.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course centers on the sociology of poverty in rural areas in the United States as well as in other, particularly third-world nations.  The sociology of poverty is part of the broader study of stratification, a core substantive field in the discipline.   The course situates the topic of rural poverty into sociological theories and research on stratification.   However, sociological theory and research on poverty and inequality are often aspatial or have an urban bias.  We thus go beyond conventional approaches to studying poverty and add a spatial dimension.  Our focus is: “Who gets what, where and why?” Attention is to spatial inequalities in socioeconomic well-being within the U.S. and cross-nationally.

The course is organized into three parts.  The first part provides you with the background tools needed to understand the topic of rural poverty.  It deals with the nature of social stratification and poverty: definitions, measurement, and profiles of the poor; and sociological theoretical perspectives on the causes, distribution, and meaning of poverty.  The second and third parts, respectively, focus on the dynamics of poverty in regions of the United States and outside the U.S. in primarily third world nations.

Topics discussed include: regional differences in poverty, such as in the South and Appalachia; how jobs, industries, and other labor market forces affect poverty; farming and poverty (large-scale industrialized farms vs. family farming); rural gender and ethnic differences; welfare reform; and general processes of uneven development and social exclusion.  The course addresses on-going debates in conceptual frameworks and policy.

This is mainly a seminar-format course.  While there are class lectures, the course is centered on student discussion, critique of the readings, and presentation of class material.  It is directed to graduate students and upper-level undergraduates with a strong social science background who can  devote a rigorous time commitment to the class.  Each class period will usually include an overview lecture by me, which provides an orientation to the material. Your questions, comments, and participation will be solicited continually, however, so it is essential you come to class prepared. Course work is also tailored to meet your specific interests and program objectives.  Graduate students are encouraged to use this course to further develop your interests for thesis/dissertation research and/or for presentations at professional meetings and publications.

I enjoy teaching this class and  I hope to get to know you better over the quarter.  I am here to help you achieve your personal/professional goals in this class.  Please feel free to drop by during my office hours–if those hours are not suitable for you, we can schedule an appointment at a different time!
II.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this course are: 1) to study the topic of rural poverty as part of the broader study of social stratification--or inequality across places and people; 2) to understand the major sociological theoretical perspectives dealing with the causes and consequences of poverty; 3) to understand the social and economic factors creating and maintaining poverty and how these vary over different geographic contexts and population groups; 4) to identify the unique aspects of poverty characterizing rural people and places; 5) to develop your critical skills in evaluating the theoretical and methodological approaches presented in the readings 6) to broaden your own professional/research interests.

III.
      COURSE ASSIGNMENTS, DATES, AND GRADING
This course has three sets of written requirements:  (1) a mid-term take-home examination, assigned tentatively May 1 and due one week later; (2) a term paper on a topic that is mutually agreeable, due in my office by Friday June 3; (3) two short position papers, or critical essays about the readings, due the same day as the scheduled readings for that day.  In addition, each student will participate in a group assignment that involves leading discussion of readings for part of one class period.  Expectations for grading in this course are different for undergraduate and graduate students. Graduate students are held to more demanding standards in all forms of course work and written assignments are longer and more detailed. Graduate students and undergraduate students alike complete a mid-term, final written paper, and two position papers.  In lieu of the term paper, undergraduates may write book reviews.  Before handing in written work, please be aware of university rules for plagiarism and ask me to clarify any questions you have.  
Your grade is determined in the following way.  The midterm exam and the term paper count 30% and 30%, respectively, toward your final grade.  Each position paper counts 10%.  An evaluation of your class participation, including group performance, will count the remaining 20%. 

Class participation is a very important component of your grade.  Criteria regarding class participation will be: (1) that your class participation reflects thoughtful discussion of the required readings, clearly demonstrating your knowledge, questions, and concerns about the topics introduced in the readings for the week; (2) that your group discussion assignment is well-prepared and that your individual contribution is clear and high quality;  (3) that you are consistent in class participation, which also means that you are present for each class in addition to being a conscientious participant.  Partial class attendance (arriving late, leaving early) will affect your class participation grade.  Failure to attend class or partial attendance of class tends to disrupt on-going class discussion--and hurts a seminar climate where everyone is counted upon to contribute and to be “on the same page” in terms of material discussed.  In fairness to other students who arrange their personal schedules to attend this class, students who miss part or all of any class without a doctor’s note (in case of sickness) will see their final grades lowered. On average, for each class you miss, your final grade will be reduced by about ½ grade per class missed.  In other words, if your total grade was A-, missing one class will drop that down to a B+.

IV.

WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS
Course Texts: (all books are available through OSU and other area book stores; a copy of each book is also on reserve at the Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences  Library, ground floor, this building, for information call 292-6125)
Peet, Richard.Theories of Development (Guilford 1999)

Duncan, Cynthia  Worlds Apart (Yale University Press, 1999).

Rank, Mark. One Nation, Underprivileged. (Oxford University Press 2004)

Schiller, Bradley R., The Economics of Poverty and Discrimination (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2004  edition).


Other books that you may find as useful supplements are also on reserve at this library located in the Agricultural Administration Building.



All other readings are available for you to download electronically.   Noted under each reading, is how you can download each of these readings: through the OSU’s library electronic reserve via Carmen; directly on-line via the OSU OSCAR journal system; and for two articles, from my web-page http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~hcrd/staff/lobao.html  
Part I   Social Stratification and Poverty:   Sociological Theoretical Perspectives, Concepts and 
Measures
March 27
April 3
Poverty and Rurality: Concepts, Definitions, Measurement.
a. Bradley R. Schiller, The Economics of Poverty and Discrimination (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 2004), Chapters 1, 2, and 3 (pp. 1-66).

b.  Alan Krueger, “The UN Aims to Cut Poverty in Half” New York Times, 2/5/2005.  Available:  Lobao web-page, http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~hcrd/staff/lobao.html 
c. Alkire, Sabina, “Dimensions of Human Development”, World Development, 2002. Volume 39, Number 2, pp. 181-205.  Available:  OSU OSCAR journal system.

d. Jensen, Leif, Diane McLaughlin and Tim Slack.2003. “Rural Poverty: The Persisting Challenge.” In Challenges for Rural America in the 21tst Century, edited by David L. Brown and Louis E. Swanson. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press. Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: Challenges for Rural America.

e.  “Social Exclusion: The European Approach to Social Disadvantage,” by Hilary Silver and S.M. Miller, Poverty and Race Research Action Council (www.prrac.org), 2002. Available:  Lobao web-page, http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~hcrd/staff/lobao.html 
f. David Newman, “The Architecture of Stratification: Social Class and Inequality,”   Sociology: Exploring the Architecture of Everday Life,Sage, 2002, pp. 277-319. Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled:  Sociology: Exploring the Archtiecture of Everday Life.   (Review: for those needing background on the topic of stratification).

April 10
Explanations of Poverty: Individual-Level Approaches



(the culture of poverty, human capital, and status attainment and their critiques)

a. Schiller, Chapters: 4,  Labor Force Participation (pp. 67-89); 5, The Working Poor (pp.90-106) ; 7, Family size and structure (pp.125-139 ); 8, The Underclass: Culture and Race (pp.140-155); 9  Education and Ability (pp.156-169)



b.  Rank, Chapters 1,2 and 3, pp. 1-82.

April 17
  Explanations of Poverty: Political Economic and Other Structural


 
 Approaches.

a. David Brown and Marlene Lee, “Persisting Inequality between Metropolitan and Non-metropolitan America: Implications for Theory and Policy.” Pp. 151-167 in A Nation Divided, Cornell University Press 1999. Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: A Nation Divided.

. 



b. Schiller, Chapter 10, Discrimination in the Labor Market, (pp. 174-191).



c. Peet, pp. 91-106, 115-118.



d. Rank, Chapters 4, 7, 8, and 9.

April 24
Spatial-Structural Explanations of Poverty:  Uneven Development and the 



Geography of Poverty.

a. Michael Storper and Richard Walker, "The Inconstant Geography of Capitalism," pp. 6-35  in The Capitalist Imperative (Basil Blackwell, 1989). Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: The Capitalist Imperative

b. Lobao, Linda, 2004. “Spatial Inequality: Continuity and Change in Terroritorial Stratification Processes.” Rural Sociology Volume 69, Issue#1, pp. 1-30. Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

        
c.  Ducan, Worlds Apart, pp. ix-72

d.  Kapur Mehta Aasha and Amita Shah.  2003. “Chronic Poverty in India: Incidence, Causes, and Policies.”  World Development, Volume 31, Issue #3, March 2003, pp. 491-511. Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

Part II       Rural Poverty in the United States
May 1  
 Gender, Race and Ethnicity, and Region


a. Duncan, Worlds Apart, pp 73-151

b. RSS Task Force, Persistent Poverty in Rural America, Chapter 6, Racial and ethnic minorities, ( pp. 174-199), and Chapter 7 “Women and Persistent Rural Poverty” (pp.200-229).  Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: Persistent Poverty in Rural America
May 8-15

Farming, Rural Development, and State Policy
a. Linda M. Lobao, Locality and Inequality  (The State University of New York Press, 1990)  Chapters 1-4;  skim Chapter 5;  Chapter 6; Chapter 9.

b. Dan Lichter and Leif Jensen, 2002 “Rural America in Transition” pp. 77-110 in Rural Dimensions of Welfare Reform, edited by Bruce Weber, Greg Duncan, and Leslie Whitner.  W.E. Upjohn Institute, Kalamazoo, MI. Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: Rural Dimensions of Welfare Reform.


c. Ducan, Worlds Apart, pp.152-208 

d.  J. Brian Brown and Daniel T. Lichter, “Poverty, Welfare, and the Livelihood Strategies of Nonmetropolitan Single Mothers.”2004  Rural Sociology, Volume 69, Number 2, pp. 282-301. Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

e. Todd Swanstrom et. al, Economic Inequality and Public Policy: The Power of Place, City and Community, December 2002, pp. 349-371.  Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

Part III      Poverty and Developing Nations
May 22   Theoretical Perspectives and Overview of Poverty in the Third World

a. Peet. Sociological Theories of Modernization (pp. 71-90); Dependency and World Systems Theory and critiques (pp. 107-114, 118-122); Post-structuralism (pp.123-162); Feminist Theories (pp163-194).

b. David Hulme and Andrew Shepherd, “Conceptualizing Chronic Poverty,” 

World Development, 2003 Volume 31, Issue #3, pp. 403-423.   Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

c. De Janvry, Alain and Elisabeth Sadoulet. 2000.  “Rural Poverty in Latin America: Determinants and Exit Paths.”  Food Policy Volume 25, pp. 389-409. Available: OSU OSCAR journal system
May 29    Issues in Rural Poverty Research in Developing Countries.

a. Das, Raju, 2002. “The Green Revolution and Poverty.”  Geoforum Volume 33, pp. 55-72.   Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

b. Wobst, Peter and Channing Arndt. 2004. “HIV/AIDS and Labor Force Upgrading in Tanzania.” World Development, Volume 32, Issue #11, pp. 1831-1847. Available: OSU OSCAR journal system.

c.  Koopman, Jeanne. The Hidden Roots of the African Food Problem,  from the Women, Gender, and Development Reader  pp. 132-141. Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: The Women, Gender, and Development Reader.

d.  Rakowski, Cathy, “Microenterprise as a Worldwide Movement: Cautionary Notes.” Social Development Issues, Volume 21, pp.   Available: OSU’s library electronic reserve, titled: Social Development Issues.
SELECTED SOURCES OF USEFUL MATERIAL FOR THIS CLASS AND FOR YOUR RESEARCH PAPERS/REVIEWS
Web-Based Mapping Sites
Global poverty/Quality of Life Mapping/Charts
OSU Database, the World Data Analyst Online http://library.ohio-state.edu/search/y?SEARCH=world+data. With it you can create comparative tables and charts for all countries of Latin America and the world, presenting demographic, trade, economic, education, health, transportation, communication, and military statistics and data

Mapping site for quality of life indicators   http://www.sasi.group.shef.ac.uk/worldmapper/  
Global poverty mapping   http://www.povertymap.net/   
Segregation mapping: s4.brown.edu website produced by John Logan. Lots of segregation data by city.

Web-Sites from Organizations Addressing Poverty and Other Web-Based Material
Rural Policy Institute
http://www.rprconline.org  This is the website for Rupri, Rural Policy Institute, which produces reports about rural poverty.

Institute for Women’s Policy Research
http://iwpr.org   This organization’s website contains much information about women’s work and well-being, family well-being, and child care

Annie E. Casey Foundation
http:///www.aecf.org  This organization’s website contains a variety of reports about children and families.  A recent report dealing with low income workers is: Working Hard and Falling Short, America’s Working Families and the Pursuit of Economic Security.

The Role of Education: Promoting the Economic and Social Vitality of Rural America. This 72-page full-color publication is the result of more than three years of research conducted in partnership by the Southern Rural Development Center (SRDC), the USDA Economic Research Service (ERS) and the Rural School and Community Trust. It offers insight into the important and often fragile relationship between rural schools and communities in America. The report comprises nine articles divided into three area-specific sections: (1) Education, Human Capital and the Local Economy, (2) Links between Rural Schools and Communities and (3) Creating Successful Rural Schools and Students. This report can be ownloaded in Adobe Acrobat at SRDC: http://srdc.msstate.edu/publications/ruraleducation.pdf


Population Reference Bureau www.prb.org has numerous reports on demographic change, well-being, and a recent series of reports on Appalachia.


USDA, Rural Well-Being
http://www.ers.usda.gov/AmberWaves–this site contains a wealth of current information and reports about well-being in rural America.  It also contains material on global agricultural trade.

Child Trends
http://www.childtrends.org/PDF/Prop10IndicatorBook.pdf– this is a book about social indicators
Institute for Responsible Wealth
http://www.responsiblewealth.org This is an organization of wealthy people who argue for a view that “they didn’t do it alone”–that they were successful because of public schools and help from their local community and government.  They lobby for the need to keep the estate tax.

Good Jobs First
http://www.goodjobsfirst.org

A non-profit organization which produces reports on the effects of business on communities, tax incentives and hidden tax payer costs to recruit new businesses, build stadiums etc.; effects of Wal-Mart and other businesses on community poverty rates, health insurance, etc.  

The Hunger Report, Bread for the World website: <http://www.bread.org/institute/hunger_report/2005-pdf.htm>

Recent debates: cost of living and poverty rates
“Poverty over Time and Location: An Explanation of Metro-Nonmetro Differences” by John M. Ulimwengu and David S. Kraybill.  American Journal of Agricultural Economics, 86, 2004 pp. 1281-1288.  This article is among recent ones that uses housing costs to adjust for cost-of-living differences.  In doing so, the authors find that income to needs is actually higher in nonmetro areas and long term probability of remaining poor is less in nonmetro areas.  See also The National Poverty Center, Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy, University of Michigan, How Sensitive is the Geographic Distribution of Poverty to Cost of Living Differences?   Working Paper #04-13, August 2004  By Dean Jolliffe available on-line at http://www.umich.edu/publications 

Debates on the Effects of Globalization on Poverty: See the journal World Development, various issues.  

Books of Interest
When Work is Not Enough: State and Federal Policies to Support Needy Workers, by Robert P. Stoker and Laura A. Wilson, Brookings Institution Press, 2006.

Ordinary Poverty: A Little Food and Cold Storage, by William DiFazio, Temple University Press, 2005.

Differences That Matter: Social Policy and the Working Poor in the United States and Canada, by Dan Zuberi, Cornell University Press, 2006.
Unequal Chances: Family Background and Economic Success, edited by Samuel Bowles, Herbert Gintis, and Melissa Osborne, Princeton University Press, 2005.
Poverty or Development: Global Restructuring and Regional Transformations in the U.S. South and the Mexican South, Richard Tardanico and Mark Rosenberg (editors), Routledge 2000.

The New Geography of Global Income Inequality by Glenn Firebaugh, Harvard University Press, 2003.



Social Inequality edited by Kathryn Neckerman, Russel Sage Foundation, 2004.

The Meritocracy Myth by Stephen J. McNamee and Robert K. Miller Jr., Rowman and Littlefield, 2004.

Rooted in Place: Family and Belonging in a Southern Black Community, by William Falk, Rutgers University Press, 2003.

Night Comes to the Cumberlands, by Harry M. Caudill, Jesse Stuart Foundation, 1963  ISBN 1931672008 A classic book on Appalachia.

The Invisible Farmers, Carolyn Sachs, Rowman & Littlefield, June 1983, ISBN 0865980942

As You Sow, Walter Goldschmidt, Rowman & Littlefield, Jan. 1978, ISBN 0916672115

Harvest of Rage, Joel Dyer, Westview Press, Aug. 1998, ISBN 0813332931

Rural Radicals, Catherine McNichol Stock, Penguin USA, Dec. 1997, 0140268472

Pigs, Profits, and Rural Communities, Kendall Thu and E. Paul Durrenberger, SUNY Press, Sept. 1998, ISBN 0791438872

Making Ends Meet, Kathryn Edin and Laura Lein, Russell Sage Foundation, March 1997, ISBN 087154234X



Wealth and Democracy: A Political History of the American Rich, Kevin Phillips, Random House.

Children of the Land, Glen Elder and Rand Conger, University of Chicago Press, 2000, ISBN 0226202666

Debt and Dispossession: Farm Loss in America’s Heartland, Kathryn Marie Dudley, University of Chicago Press, May 2002, ISBN 0226169138

Working Hard and Making Do, Joan Smith and Margaret Nelson, University of California Press, May 1999, ISBN 0520215753

Poverty in America: A Handbook, John Iceland, 2003.  University of California Press.

Indian Reservations in the United States: Territory, Sovereignty and Socioeconomic Change, Klaus Frantz and Frantz Frantz, University of Chicago Press, Aug. 1999, ISBN 0226260895

Learning to Labor, Paul E. Willis, Columbia University Press, October 1981, ISBN 0231053576

Fast Food Nation, Eric Schlosser, Harper Collins, January 2002, ISBN 0060938455

Waltzing with the Ghost of Tom Joad: Poverty, Myth, and Low Wage Labor, Robert Lee Maril, University of Oklahoma Press, 2000 ISBN 0806132558

Illusions of Prosperity: America’s Working Families in an Age of Economic Insecurity, Joel Blau, Oxford University Press, 1999.

Understanding Poverty, edited by Sheldon H. Danziger and Robert H. Haverman, Russell Sage Foundation, 2001. 

